
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING - September 13 ,  1967 

Appeal No. 9364 I d a  S. Taylor ,  appe l l an t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, appe l l ee .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fol lowing Order was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board 
on October 9 ,  1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - October 1 9 ,  1967 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appeal f o r  permission t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l o c a l  
community o rgan iza t ion  a t  429 T S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  l o t s  17 and 18 
Square 3090, be cond i t iona l ly  granted.  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  loca ted  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The proper ty  i s  improved with  a l a r g e  3-s tory and 
basement s t r u c t u r e .  

3. I t  i s  proposed t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  be opera ted  a s  a 
community c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  LeDroit Park 
a r e a  and neighborhood. 

4 .  The c e n t e r  i s  opera ted  by t h e  Committee on Community 
Improvement and adminis tered by an a t t o r n e y  on leave  from 
t h e  Federal  Government. 

5.  By l e t t e r  da ted  September 12,  1967, (BZA Exh ib i t  No. 17)  
t h e  Board was informed of t h e  fol lowing by an a s s o c i a t e  
p ro fes so r  of  t h e  Howard Univers i ty  school  of S o c i a l  Work and 
Univers i ty  Lia i son  t o  t h e  Committee on Community Improvement: 

"The Community Center has  a s  i t s  purpose: 

"To maintain  a f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e  LeDroit Park Sec t ion  
of Washington where t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  neighborhood 
can u t i l i z e  f o r  programs and p r o j e c t s .  

"These planned programs under t h e  guidance of  concerned 
volunteers  and s t a f f  would a f f o r d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
neighborhood people t o  develop a sense  of c i t i z e n  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  d e s i r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  and p e r s o n a l i t y  
t r a i t s  and l e a d e r s h i p  a b i l i t i e s .  
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"The Center has i t s  major concern t o  he lp  people t o  
become c r e a t i v e ,  t o  develop and grow according t o  
t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  and d e s i r e s ;  t o '  be motivated'  toward 
p o s i t i v e  se l f -express ion  and a s p i r a t i o n .  The Center,  
t o  provide oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  personal  and group 
improvement i n  behavior ,  goa ls  and values '  around 
l i v i n g ,  educat ion and prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

" I n  recogni t ion  of  t h e  concern f o r  community improvement 
and bet terment ,  Howard Univers i ty  a l l o c a t e d  a  modest sum t o  
launch t h e  community c e n t e r  program and sanct ioned t h e  
involvement of t h e  Univers i ty  community." 

6 .  The community c e n t e r  proposes a  wide v a r i e t y  of 
experiences  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Among them w i l l  be a r t s ,  
c r a f t s ,  music, sewing, bus t r i p s ,  bowling, swimming, wood- 
c r a f t ,  e t c .  

7 .  There a r e  no membership requirements f o r  t h e  youth 
who a t t end .  Children a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  by t h e i r  parents  and 
a  previous r e g i s t r a t i o n  s igned  approximately 2 7 0  ch i ld ren .  

8. There was vigorous oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of 
t h i s  appeal  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing.  Among t h e  
ob jec t ions  w e r e  t h a t  t h e r e  would be an aggravated t r a f f i c  
and parking problem, t h a t  t h e r e  would be d i so rde r  c rea ted  by 
t h e  youth,  t h a t  t h e r e  would be an i n f l u x  of undes i rab les  i n t o  
t h e  neighborhood, t h a t  property va lues  would be diminished, 
and t h a t  t h e r e  would be a l i k e l i h o o d  of rezoning of t h e  a rea .  
The record conta ins  4 let ters opposing t h e  appeal  and a  
p e t i t i o n  i n  oppos i t ion  conta in ing  4 7 ' s i g n a t u r e s  by r e s i d e n t s  
of t h e  a rea .  The p e t i t i o n  r ep resen t s  members of t h e  LeDroit 
Park C i t i zens  Associat ion.  

9 .  The record conta ins  4 letters support ing t h i s  appeal 
and l e t t e r s  i n  support  from t h e  Oldes t  I n h a b i t a n t s ,  Inc. ,  
t h e  m i n i s t e r  of Morning S t a r  B a p t i s t  Church, 531 T S t . ,  N.W. 
and t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  of t h e  B e l l  Vocational High School, t h e  
Mott and Gage elementary schools .  

O P I N I O N  : 

It is t h e  opinion of t h i s  Board t h a t  t h e  proposed use i s  
a  "community cen te r "  a s  t h a t  term i s  def ined i n  t h e  Zoning 
Regulations and is s o  loca ted  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be 
such t h a t  it is  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  become ob jec t ionab le  t o  ad jo in ing  
o r  nearby property because of no i se ,  t r a f f i c ,  o r  o t h e r  objec- 
t i o n a b l e  condi t ions.  W e  f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  na tu re  of 
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t h i s  proposed use  i s  such t h a t  the  subject premises are 
resonably necessary and convenient t o  t h e  neighborhood 
t h a t  it i s  designed t o  serve. 

T h i s  O r d e r  s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  the  f o l l o w i n g  condi t ion:  

P e r m i t  s h a l l  i s s u e  f o r  a period of one year b u t  s h a l l  
be subject t o  r e n e w a l  i n  the  d i sc re t ion  of the B o a r d  
upon the f i l i n g  of a n e w  appeal i n  t h e  manner pre- 
scribed by t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  

BY ORDER O F  THE D. C. BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

B y  : 
/ / JAMES E. BESS  I 

V Secretary of t h e  B o a r d 4  

THE ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DIRECTOR O F  I N S P E C T I O N S  WITHIN A P E R I O D  O F  
S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER. 


